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THE SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER
OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM, OF RHODES AND OF MALTA

MALTESE ASSOCIATION
THE HOSPITALLER

4th Qctober 2016.
Dear Confreres and Consoeurs,

[ am pleased to present my first Report to the Members of the Maltese Association
since my appointment as Hospitaller by Council at its first meeting of the 6t July
2015, following the elections which took place on the 22nd June 2015. I did
however have the opportunity of presenting a Hospitaller Activities Report
earlier in the year, at the Hospitallers’ Conference which we hosted at Fort St
Angelo here in Malta last March.

First of all, I have to say that I was extremely happy to have been proposed by our
President to assume this vitally important office within our Association. I must
admit that it was just what [ had aspired to when taking the plunge to stand for
Council. Perhaps this comes as no surprise given my involvement in the Charity
Events Committee established during my Aspirant days. However, I still credit the
President for his gift of perception and thank him immensely for having given me
the opportunity of fulfilling this vocation.

[ must also say that, not quite unexpectedly of course, the Hospitaller post is a
demanding one, and quite a full time job at that. [ seek no credit whatsoever here,
because this is what I knowingly went in for, though I have to express my deep
gratitude to a number of people. I must start off with Nadya Chetcuti and her
Team, comprising Marisa Farrugia and Joe D’Amato, for their excellent and
steadfast administrative support without which none of this would have been
possible. [ have certainly kept them all busy. I must then profusely thank all those
of you, Members of the Association, Members of VOTO, Members of the OMVG and
others, who have selflessly volunteered to dedicate of their time to support the
works we have undertaken within the limits of our resources and capabilities thus
far. [ am also most grateful to our various sponsors and benefactors without
whose constant and generous support we would be unable to sustain many of the
activities we organise. Last but not least | am immeasurably grateful to my wife
Corinne, for her understanding, encouragement and support.
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I have also found the full backing of Daniel de Petri Testaferrata, our dear
President, with whom I have worked hand in hand, and under whose leadership
it has been a privilege to serve, as well as of all my other colleagues in Council. In
particular and in respect for the Order’s objective to increase visibility and
improve on communications, [ have worked very closely with Martin Micallef, our
very competent Communications Officer. I am also very grateful to Karen Miller
and Helene Zammit for taking charge of the Lourdes Pilgrimage as the newly
installed Pilgrimage Directors; as well as to Josef Formosa Gauci, our Treasurer
and Pascal Demajo, our Fundraising Committee Chairman, for providing the funds
necessary to support our Hospitaller works. I aim to make even further demands
on them going forward. [ am finally most appreciative of the Global Fund for
having approved our Dar tal-Providenza Transport Project, about which I shall
also be talking in my Report.

The Principal Chaplain, The Very Rev. Mgr Lawrence Gatt, must now forgive me
for perhaps temporarily usurping his role, but I really do feel that a few words on
the spiritual dimension, on which same plane Hospitaller works must perforce
travel, are in order.

The Order of Malta is a “Hospitaller” order. The Order was founded in Hospitaller
works by Blessed Gerard, whose Feast, we shall very soon have occasion to
celebrate together on 13t October. That was always its mission, and is even the
more so in its modern History. This is exactly why the Order still survives.

For this reason, we are all, each and every one of us who claim to be members of
the Order, Knights and Dames Hospitallers. Our Hospitaller works give witness to
our professed Catholic faith. In Our Lords the Sick, the Poor, the Elderly, the
Incarcerated, the Refugees and Migrants, the Homeless and myriad other needy
cases, we see the face of Our Lord Jesus Christ as he willingly and lovingly
undergoes his Holy Passion. It is precisely this which distinguishes us from lay
voluntary organisations in the carrying out of our philanthropic work.

The two charisms of the Order, which we refer to whenever we recite the beautiful
Prayer of the Order, namely the tuitio fidei and the obsequium pauperum, cannot
exist in isolation but are in fact intrinsically intertwined. Therefore, whilst we
proudly process in our Church robes, we must also gladly roll up our sleeves and
do whatever we can to show that we are indeed worthy members of the Order. It
should always be our privilege to serve. Our presence must not only be seen, but
must above all else be felt by those we minister to.

As 1 did in my opening remarks of my presentation to the Hospitallers last March,
I would here fittingly refer to the very well-known verses 35 - 36 of Chapter 25
of St. Matthew’s Holy Gospel, illustrating the manner in which Our Lord will
address the Upright on Judgement Day:
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“ 35  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you made me welcome,

36 lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you
came to see me."

This is what our Principal Chaplain so aptly refers to as “having the examination
paper in hand”. Seen in this light, our membership of the Order presents us with
a marvellous opportunity, perhaps even a most unique one, to invest wisely for
life in the eternity to come.

Let us remember that it was precisely on this basis that the Rich Man was judged
in the Lazarus parable. His condemnation came not because of his riches, but
because being in a position to do otherwise, he chose to harden his heart and take
no heed of poor Lazarus.

With these meditations in mind, and in this spirit,  would now proceed to present
to you my Report on the Hospitaller works carried out by the Maltese Association
since taking over the helm as Hospitaller, not only showing what we have done,
which I can modestly say is impressive in itself, but also pointing out possible
weaknesses if not also failures, whilst concluding by giving some thought to the
future.

Finally, copies of my Report, which is in PowerPoint format, will be circulated by
the Secretariat by e-mail to all Members and Volunteers. This will save the
Association on some printing costs, but will also enable you to have better access
to the Report should you for any reason wish to refer to it at any time in future. I
will however ensure that those few who might not have an e-mail address will
receive a hard copy by mail.

[ thank you very much for your attention, and for your much appreciated support,
which I augur will not only continue to be forthcoming but will also increase and
deepen. | really could not think of any more satisfying way to mark my fifty-
seventh birthday.

[ offer my confraternal best wishes to you all.

(Y

Kevin F. Dingli
Hospitaller

Cir 25/16
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